POETIC CREATION AND YOGA

times it awakes from within afterwards from a till
then hidden nature.

11-9-1934

Poetic Creation and Toga
I HAVE always told you that you ought not to stop
your poetry and similar activities. It is a mistake
to do so out of asceticism or tapasya* One can stop
these things when they drop of themselves because
one is full of experience and so interested in one's
inner life that one has no energy to spare for the
rest. Even then, there is no rule for giving up, for
there is no reason why poetry, etc., should not be a
part of sadhana. The love of applause, of fame, the
ego-feeling have to be given up, but that can be
done without giving up the activity itself.
What you write is perfectly true, that all human
greatness and fame and achievement are nothing
before the greatness of the Infinite and the Eternal.
There are two possible deductions from that: first
that all human action has to be renounced and one
should go into a cave; the other is that one should
grow out of ego so that the activities of the nature
may become one day consciously an action of the
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